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PICTURE BOOKS WITH FEMALE HEROES 
During the past several years, articles have been appearing in 
the women's magazines and in educational journals which have 
told of the meager or negative portrayal of females to be found 
in books for the youngest children. During 1973 and 1974, in 
preparation for a workshop concerning female roles in litera-
ture, I searched libraries for books which feature females. In 
addition, I contacted 21 major publishers and asked for such 
books. Twelve publishers kindly allowed me to examine all 
the books they considered to be appropriate-that is, books 
which would have female protagonists. After my visits to 
countless libraries and bookstores and the arrival of the pub-
lishers' books, it turned out that I had fewer than 100 books 
to choose from. Some of the publishers had sent books from 
the mid-sixties and called them recent. Others had sent books 
in which females had auxiliary roles or shared lead roles with 
males. Some even sent books in which the females were 
animals or machines! 
Thus, it seems, publishers are still very hesitant to publish 
books with females as main characters, probably basing their 
resistance upon the studies which have shown that boys are 
unwilling to read so-called "girls'" books, while girls are quite 
willing to read the so-called "boys'" books. 
An analysis of the high-quality books about females printed 
in the past several years reveals that they fall into several basic 
categories: some highlight lives of adventure and activity, 
some allow girls to have fantasy lives of vivid accomplishment, 
while others reflect changing patterns of social life, as in books 
which depict working mothers or children of divorce. Finally, 
some books merely celebrate everyday life, but the females 
are strong characters who have desires and life within them. 
The findings of this study were reported to the participants 
of the First Annual Leland B. Jacobs Children's Literature 
Conference and the 1974 International Reading Association 
National Conference. The researcher is an assistant professor 
of education at Brooklyn College. 
Alexander, Martha. Sabrina. Dial, 1971. Sabrina struggles to 
accept her unusual name, then finds that the other children 
admire it. 
Ardizzone, Edward. Diana and her Rhinoceros. Walck, 1964. 
Surely th is is not a traditional pet! 
Barton, Byron. Elephant. Seabury, 1971. A wordless tale of 
a girl's discovery of the differences between the worlds of 
fantasy and reality. 
Blos, Joan, and Betty Miles. Just Think! Knopf, n.d. Mothers 
work in the very varied occupations of reality. 
Bonsall, Crosby. And I Mean It, Stanley. Harper and Row, 
1974. A girl creates something ingenious from the junk she 
has found. 
Brooks, Robert. The Run, Jump, Bump Book. Illustrated by 
David McPhail. Little -Brown, 1971. The crowded but stimu -
lating atmosphere of city life is seen through a small girl's eyes. 
Caines, Jeannette. Abby. Illustrated by Steven Kellogg. 
Harper and Row, 1973. This unusual book treats the theme of 
adoption in a middle-class black home. 
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Chorao, Kay. A Magic Eye for Ida. Seabury, 1973. Ida, a cat, 
feels that she is not special and runs away. In her adventure, 
she meets a fortune teller who starts her on the road to self-
esteem. 
Desbarats, Peter. Gabrielle and Selena. Illustrated by Nancy 
Grossman. Harcourt, Brace and World, 1968. The enthusiasms 
of friendship, in this case, interracial friendship, are depicted 
in a setting of gentleness. 
Deveaux, Alexis. na-ni. Harper and Row, 1973. Bold illustra-
tions and poetic black English highlight this poignant tale of a 
young child in a Harlem family. 
Goffstein, M. B. Two Piano Tuners. Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 1970. Debbie wishes to be a piano tuner, rather than 
a pianist as her grandfather wishes. 
Goldreich, Esther and Gloria. What Can She Be? An Architect. 
Lothrop, 1974. The latest edition in the "What Can She Be" 
series shows the life of Susan Brody, accomplished architect. 
Others in the series include newscaster, veterinarian and 
reporter. 
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Girls Can Too! Illustrated by Emily 
Mc Cully. Watts, 1972. Poetry to enhance self-image. 
Kim's Place. Illustrated by Lawrence 
Di Fiori. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1974. More poetry 
about active, adventurous girls. 
Jeschke, Susan. Firerose. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1974. 
A fantasy adventure about a girl with a dragon's tail. 
Johnson, Elizabeth. All in Free But Janey. Illustrated by 
Trina Schart Hyman. Little-Brown, 1968. A game of hide-
and-seek turns into a trip in and out of fantasy life, with 
castles, gnomes and other unreal phenomena appearing. 
Kantrowitz, Mildred. When Violet Died. Illustrated by Emily 
McCully. Parents' Magazine Press, 1973. Tlie family bird dies 
and its young owners discover truths about the continuity of 
life. 
Kellogg, Steven. Won't Somebody Play With Me? Dial, 1972. 
When a young girl thinks that her friends are unwilling to play 
with her, she fantasizes exotic revenge. 
Kindred, Wendy. Lucky Wilma. Dial, 1974. Wilma meets her 
father every Saturday and they go places. One day, when there 
is no place to go, they look closely at one another and have 
the best adventure of all. 
Klagsbrun, Francine, editor. Free To Be . .. You and Me. 
McGraw-Hill, 1974. The record-TV show-turned book about 
liberation for all is available in hardcover and paperback. 
Klein, Norma. Girls Can Be Anything. Illustrated by Roy 
Doty. Dutton, 1973. A boy and girl argue over whether girls 
can be presidents, astronauts and other things. 
If I Had My Way. Illustrated by Ray Cruz. 
Pantheon, 1974. A humorous rendition of happenings when 
Ellie switches places with her parents. 
Lasker, Joe. Mothers Can Do Anything. Whitman, 1972. 
Dentist, astronaut, judge, ditchdigger, plumber, etc. 
(continued on page 13) 
PICTURE BOOKS WITH FEMALE HEROES (continued) 
Levy, Elizabeth. Nice Little Girls. Illustrated by Mordicai 
Gerstein. Delacorte, 1974. The teacher tries to squelch 
Jackie's interest in woodworking, being an audio-visual 
monitor and other school activities often relegated only to 
boys. She soon has the school in an uproar, while showing 
her rebellion. 
------Something Queer Is Going On. Illustrated by 
Mordicai Gerstein. Delacorte, 1973. Gwen and Jill search for 
the person who has stolen their dog. Their ideas are respected. 
The intricate illustrations will delight. 
Lexau, Joan. Emily and the Klunky Baby and the Next-Door 
Dog. Illustrated by Martha Alexander. Dial, 1972. A young 
girl feels neglected by her busy mother in a fatherless home. 
She runs away, gets lost and returns to a more aware parent. 
Lisker, Sonia. I Am. Hastings House, 1973. This book depicts 
a milk woman, mail woman and female builder of houses. 
Merriam, Eve. Boys and Girls, Girls and Boys. Illustrated by 
Harriet Sherman. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1972. The 
author parallels boys and girls, showing that they have the 
same desires, dreams and affections. 
Nodset, Joan. Come Here, Cat. Illustrated by Steven Kellogg. 
Harper and Row, 1973. A simple story of attempts at friend -
ship. 
Phipson, Joan. Polly's Tiger. Illustrated by Erik Blegvad. 
Dutton, 1974. Ostracized at her new school, Polly invents a 
tiger to protect her from attack. When an occasion arises in 
which she herself shows great courage, she no longer needs 
the tiger. 
Reavin, Sam. Hurray for Captain Jane! Illustrated by Emily 
McCully. Parents' Magazine Press, 1971. Jane fancies herself 
captain of a bathtub boat. 
Rothman, Joel. I Can Be Anything You Can Be. Illustrated 
by Susan Perl. Scroll Press, 1973. Girls can umpire, lead 
orchestras, pilot airplanes. 
Thayer, Jane. Quiet on Account of Dinosaur_ Morrow, 1964. 
An interest in dinosaurs leads to a career in science. 
Wahl, Jan. A Wolf of My Own. Illustrated by Lillian Hoban. 
Macmillan, 1969. A fantasy adventure shared by a girl and 
her "wolf-brother." 
Welber, Robert. The Train. Illustrated by Deborah Ray. 
Pantheon, 1972. A black child faces and overcomes her fears. 
Wersba, Barbara. Amanda, Dreaming. Illustrated by Mercer 
Mayer. Atheneum, 1973. Girls have dreams too. 
Wiesner, William. Turnabout. Seabury, 1972. The farmer 
does not complain about how much harder his work is after 
he takes a day at his wife's tasks. 
Williams, Jay. The Practical Princess. Illustrated by Frison 
Henstra. Parents' Magazine Press, 1969. Wise decisions and 
controlling one's own environment are the orders of the day. 
Wolde, Gunilla. Tommy Goes to the Doctor. Houghton 
Mifflin, 1972. The doctor isn't the main character in this 
British import, but the doctor is female. 
Yolen, Jane. The Girl vVho Loved the Wind. Illustrated by 
Ed Young. Crowell, 1972. A father tries to protect his 
daughter from unhappiness. 
Zolotow, Charlotte. Janey. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. 
Harper and Row, 1973. Sadness after losing a friend who 
has moved away is the theme of this Zolotow work. 
Joanne E. Bernstein, Brooklyn College 
WILL THE REAL MARGARET FULLER PLEASE STAND UP? 
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We are embarrassed to admit that we incorrectly identified the woman in the picture above left as Margaret Fuller on page 20 
of the Summer/Fall 1975 issue of the Women's Studies Newsletter. We apologize and include a picture of the real Margaret 
Fuller above right. However, we still do not know who the mystery woman is. Any reader who can discover her identity will 
receive a one-year subscription to the Newsletter absolutely free . On your mark, get set, go! 
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